i i 
. © ROUTINE ' 
a rere : : ip . { 
ieee Intelligence 1} 7yrmation Cable WW 472643 oe 4 
% . “SA: Pear \ Ge =/ F 3 or | 
es ee PACE V OF Ja785 
ae > aes : : , tine ed j 


Le See es 
¥ 


EE ee Re ID i ~, 
ioe AHO UNALT eValUaTED RTE GE Baoan on a i 


GM RKSDB-318/06887-7) Pe es 
OST 28 NOVEWDER 1972. = 


I-1S€ EZ -1PEF 


ieee ‘ CUUNTY «= LAOS/NORTR VIETKAM/SOUTH VIETKAN 0 : ae 
es i. 1962 - MID-JULY8TO rot a 
oe SUT «1, SIGHTINGS OF AMERICAN POW'S TRAXSITING LAOS | 


2 "2, NVASPL RBCULATIONS PRESCRIBING TREATWEKT OF PRISOXERS _ : 
: 3. PL PRISON AT KAN CHALO FOR LAQ POLITICAL OFFENDERS 00 0 See 


2 — 
BOY 3971) 


fc 
(LAOS, VIEATIAWE (IL OCT - § 


< 
2 
a 

a 
ig 


ee ee et [Pace peer al! et RE Rani eee -- —-- : 
y ee ne a ee LE TTI RENT Sea Tt NR le gE nb a il nt age net hein 


_ : “RELEASE 
a 7 : APPROVEO FOR RELE $ to 
. om ‘ . Date wee ee eBe serene ne | Fi 
: Es e Pig . ss 7 ‘ 
‘ . i . $ 2 a : 
‘| 
j * aa . © = os . 
? 
¥ : " Ba tes & 
; ° " : See os 22 
oe: ; . .¢ ee * 
- s rn = 
;: +44 | a iat = 
i . . Se = 
; care aes 1 


Cm ee ean RT RAE eR ER SO ee EE ee IRR: AE om SR 


. 
' 


Ce we ie Be! 
me TOCS DB-315/04887-73 
_ : '. page 2 0912 paces 


SUMMARY. IW WID-JULY 1970 POUR AMERICAN PRISONERS OF : 
WAS (POR) AND A SO-¥AN MORTH VIETMAUNESE ARMY (HVA) ESCORT 


" ‘WERE OBSERVED AT A POINT BETWEEN woNS PHIxE AD TCHRPONE 


ON THE BO CHI NIRS TRAIL IM EASTERN SAVAMKAKHRT PROVINCE, __ 
THE AMERICANS VERE REPORTED BY AVA SOLDIERS TO BE PILOTS 
CAPTURED IM SOUTH VIETNAM WHO WERE BEING TAKEN TO. SORTE 
VIETRAM FOR INCARCERATION, THE POW'S VERE CAUCASIANS 
BETWEEN 30 AND 40 YRZARD OLD AMD, EXCEPT YOR 20M PATICUE 
FROM THEIR MARCH, WERE IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION. 1” 

1962 = 1963 FOUR AWERICAN YOW'S, REPORTED TO BE WILITARY 
ADVISORS ¥HO SURVIVED A 1962 PLLNE CRASH IN THE VICINITY 
OF SAM NEVA, WERE DETAI°~D BY PATHET LAO (PL) FORCES AT 
SAY NEDA. DURING DETENTION, ONE OF THE POW'S REPORTEDLY 
WAS SHOT AND KILLED WHILE ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE, AFTER 
APPROXIMATELY SEVEN MONTHS IN SAM NEVA, THE THREE REMAINING 
PRISONERS WERE MOVED TO HANOI, ‘THE PL AND NVA USUALLY TOOK 
PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES TO SAFEGUARD THE LIVES OF AMERICAN 


PO¥'S TRANSITING THE RO CHI MINH TRAIL BY PROVIDING COVER ; 
FROM AIRSTRISES. ALTHOUGH PL AXD NVA TREATHENT OF FRENCH 
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por's BAB ARSE DURING FARLIZER PHRASES OF THE JROOCHIMA FAR, 
cuensyt PL/EVA POLICY TONARD AMERICAN AMD THIRD COUNTRY 


MATIOMAL (TCA) POW'S MAB REWH PAR LESS SEVERE, ESPECIALLY 
TOKARD AMERICAN PLLOTS. NYA SOLDIERS APPZAR TO BE VERY 
CONSCIOUS OF WORLD OPINION OM PON'S, ROVEVER, THE PL AW 
HVA TREAT CAPTURED LAO AND SOUTH VIEDMMESE POLITICAL 
PRISONERS SKVERELY, IM PART BECAUSE THEY ARE CONSIDERED — 
TRAITORS, MOT FOW'S, MISTREATMENT OF AMERICAN AND TCH 7 
POW'S 18 COUNTER TO PL AND NVA REGULATIONS, AND OFTEXDERS 
ARE SUBJECT TO PUNISHMENT. PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT OF 
AMERICAK AMD TCH POW'S IS OFTEN RESENTED BY PL OFFICERS, 
AMERICAN AND TCM POW'S ARE SENT TO WORTH VIETRAM BECAUSE 

OF THE DIFFICULTY I PROVIDING FOOO AND SECURITY IN LAOS 
AND SOUTH YIETKAM. THERE ARE NO KNOWN PRISOXS FOR AMERICANS 
OR TCN POW'S IM SAM MAUA OR SAVAMMAEHET PROVINCE. HOYEVER, 
THERE IS A PRISON FOR LAO POLITICAL OFFENDERS AT FAM CHALO 
NEAR TCHEPONE, LAO ARMED PORCKES (FAR) SOLDIERS CAPTURED BT 
THE PL AND NVA AR® COXSIDERED TO BE POW'S AND RECEIVE KVCE 
BETTER TREATWENT TRAN LAO POLITICAL PRISONERS, THE CAPTURED 
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FAR SOLDIERS ARE INDOCTRIKATED SY PL PROPAGANDISTS ARO 
RELEASED TO JOIN THE PL OR RETURN TO THEIR BONES IF TUST 


PLEDGE KEVER AGAIK TO JOIN PAR AXD PIGHT THE PL. END 
SUNARY, a 
1. IM MNID-JULY 1970 FOUR AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR 
(POW) ESCORTED BY ABOUT 30. NORTH VIETMAMESE ARMY (WA) ~- 
_ "TROOPS WERE OBSERVED RESTING AT A POINT BETUEKEN WONG PHIME 
(XD 0927) AMD TCHEPONS (XD 3244) WHILE TRANSITING THE #0 
CHI MINH TRAIL IN EASTERN SAVAXMAXHST PROVINCE. ONE wva 
SOLDIER SAID TRE POW'S WERE AMERICAN PILOTS CAPTURED IM 
SOUTH VIETNAM WHO WERL BEING NOVED TO NORTH VIETHAM FOR 
INCARCERATION, THE PRISONERS WERE CAUCASIANS WITH "BIG 
MOSES," THREE PRISOKERS WORE PILOT'S UNIFORMS, AND OXE 
KORE KVA FATIGUES. ALL OF THE AMERICANS APPEARED TO BE 
BETWEEN 30 AND 40 YEARS oF AGE. J PE ROOUMENT, THE 
OFFICIAL'S ABILITY TO DETERNINE ACCURATELY THE APPROXIMATE 
AGE OF CAUCASIANS HAS NOT REEN ESTABLISHED, 
2. THE POW'S APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION 
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eUT SOMEWHAT PATIOUSD YACN THE MARCH ALONG THE TRAIL, MOWEVER, 
“THE POW'S MOVED READILY AND MASILY WHEN THE GROUF DEPMATED THE 
REST ARZA. THE MVA ESCORT GROUP YAS NOT PARTICULARLY ALERT 
yoR & POSSIBLE ESCAPE ATTRIPT, SINCE THE POW'S Wane YATIGUED 
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AND MAD 1D WAFS GF TRE AREA OR DEVICES 10 SIGHAL AKSCUE 
AIRCRAFT. WHEN MOVING, A SO TO 40 NETER DISTANCE WAS HAIWTAIXED 
BETWEEN ZACH FOV, THE NTA SOLDIER COMNENTED THAT HE WAS GLAD 
NONE OF THE AMERICANS WAS VOUNOED; OTURRWISE, THE NVA VOULD BE 
REQUIRED TO CARRY HIM. vaILE IW THE REST AREA, THE AMERICAS 
ATE THE SAME POOD AS THE NVA TROOPS, BUT JUDGING FROM THE. 
TERGA OF THEIR COMMENTS AND THEIR EAPRESSIONS, THE AMEKICAKS 
OBVIOUSLY DID NOT ERJOY THE FOOD. 

3. IN 1962 = 1963 THE PATHET LAO (PL) DETAIXED FOUR 
AMERICAKS IN THE VICINITY OF SAM NEUA IN A COMCRETZ BUILDIG 
FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY A ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST. THEY VERE 
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WILITARY ADVISORS WHO SURVIVED AX AIR CRASH NEAR SAN NEUA, 


5 OTHER TAK PILOTS OR CREWNEN INVOLVED IN CRASHES IN THES SAM 
: WEUA AREA.) THE POW'S WORE GREEX PATIGUE UNIFORMS, THE PL 
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PROVIDED THE AMERICANS WITH EZDS AND WITH FOOD PURCHASED RCM 
THE VA, BXCAUSE THE AMIRICANS MOULD NOT EAT LAO FOOD, WHILE 
IM DETENTION AT BAM X01", OXK PRISONER ATTEMPTED TO ReCAPS 
AMD YAS SWOT AND RSLLED, AFTER APPROXIMATELY SEVEN BONTES 


DETENTION AT SAN HVOA, THE THREE REMAINING PRIGOMERS WERE 
TAKEN TO HANOL BY THE HVA, AMAUSE TAY RWS WERE CONTI MUALLT 
SUFTERING 7BOM DHINTARY PROBLEMS, 
LAO HAK SAT OFEUCIAL WAR MOT VERY INTERESTED IN PRISONERS AT 
THE TINE AMD FOOK ONLY CASUAL OTE THAT TWE PON'S WERE 
AMERICARS. 11S 18 THE ONLY AMERICAN "OE RAS WRARD OF BEIIG 


XILLID WHILE & PRISONER OF THE FL OR NVA IN LAOS.) a 


4. QORIRG THE APPROXIMATELY OXR MONTH TRANSIT YI 
BETWEEY CNG PNIMR/YCHEPOXE AND RANOI, THE NVA USUALLY TAKES 
PRECAUTIONS TO PROTECT THE LIVES OF AMERICAN PRISOKERS BELG 
ESCORTED THROUGH THR AREA. JUST AS AIRSTRIXES TAKE A TOLL OF 
PL 4) NVA WHO LIVE, WORK, AXD TRAVEL ALONG THE TRAIL, THE 
AIESTRIXES COULD POSSIBLY TAXE A TOLL OF AMERICAN PO's 
BEING MOVED THROUGH TRE AREA. OFTEN, HOWEVER)ATRSTRIKES ABE 
ANTICIPATED BY THE PL/NVA COMMAND AT WHO LAO BAK SAT (XLS) 
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HEADQUARTERS IN GAN )IKUA, WHICH WARNS NVA SECURITY AD 
MAINTENANCE PERSONMEL ALON THE TRAIL 7O CLEAR TRE ARRA OF 
ALL, PERSONNEL, IMCLUDINO AMERICAN POS'S, SEXLTER 18 PROVIDID 
BY MEAVILY PORTIFIED BUNKERS ALONG TEX SIDES CF THE TRALL. 
AMERICAN PRISOWERS ARS USUALLY TRAXSPORTED ALONG THE TAAIL 
IN TRUCKS VHENEVER PoasIELE. &f IT 18 s0uR- 
TIMES VOT ADVISABLE TO CARRY PRISO 28 IW TRUCKS, SINCE 
TRUCKS ARE SUBJECT TO AIR ATTACKS.) THE ENTIRE TRIP PROM 
SOUTH VIETHAM TO HAKOS TAXES APPROXIMATELY TvO MONTES, 
DEPENDING UPON EFFRCTIVENESS OF AIRSTRIKES, VEATUER CoMmr Troms, 
AVATLABILITY OF EVA TRUCKS, AND. yarsical. CONDITIONS OF 
PRISONERS AMD sscuaT Taoors, © var aS 
OFFICIAL BEARD OF SEVERAL AMERICAN PON'S WHO DIED FROM 
ILLNESSES WHILE TRAXSITING THE TRAIL, BUT M DETAILS VERE 
AVAILABLE.) 

: 5. THE PL AND MVA, USPECIALLY THE NYA, TREATED PRECK 
POW'S HARSHLY DUBING THE EARLIER PHASE OF THE INDOCHINA WAR, 
BOT POLICY TOXARD AMERICAN AND THIRD COUKTRY MATIOXAL (ton 
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POW'S HAS BEEN FAR LESS SEVERE, PARTICULARLY TOWARD AMERICAK 
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| PILOTS... THE PL-AND NVA ARE XCTREMELY CONSCIOUS OF WORLD 
_ OPINION REGARDING AWERICAN AMD TCH POUR, IN FACT, ANTRICAN 


AND TCH POY'S ARE USUALLY TREATED YAR SATTER THAW-CAPTURED | 
LAO AMD SOUTH VIRTWAMESE, PARTLY BECAUSE AMERICAKS AMD TCX'S 
ARE CONSIDERED POW'S, WHILE LAO AMD GCUTH VIETMAUESE ARE 
CONSIDERED TRAITORS TO THEIR COUNTRIES. THERE 18 1) OW. 
OR ACCEPTED PL/NVA POLICY TO KILL O& MISTREAT AMIMICAN OR ae 
TCH POw'sS, IN PACT, THE OPPOSITE 18 TRE CASE. IF A HM, 08 
NVA SOLDIER MISTREATS AMERICAN OR TCH POW'S, ME 13 SUBJECT 
TO PUNISHMENT BY HIS PL OR NVA SUPERIORS. HERE ARZ, HOVEVER, 
POOR QUALITY AND UNDISCIPLINED FIELD COMMANDERS AND SOLDIERS 
IN PL AND KVA UNITS WHO MAY MISTREAT POW'S, REGULATIONS ON 
THE HANDLING OF POW'S ARE REQUIRED STUDY MATERIAL FOR PL AO 
KVA SOLDIERS AND MLES OFFICIALS, BUT AS IN ALL ARNIES SCUE 
SOLDIERS BREAK THK REGULATIONS. 

6. MANY PL AND RVA TROOPS RESENT THE 
PREFERENTIAL TREATRENT OF AMERICAN AND TCH POW'S, FOR -- 
EXAMPLE, AMERICAN PRISONERS ARE ALLOCATED FOUR OR FIVE 
NORTH VIETSAMESE DONG IM HANOI OR ITS PL KIP EQUIVALENT IK 
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BAY WAVA FOS SUBSISTENCE’, A SATE EWAL TO THR DAILY 
suesisveIct P PAID 10 4 A OFTICER OF BAT7AL.1OW COMMA DES 
», OXE U.S, DOLIAR IMCALD S.$ DCRG.) - cae 
ALSO, THE HIGHER TRE CAME OF THE FO", PRE HORE PRAY EAEKTIA 
4g NIS TREATISNT, PL FORCES MO TARE ANCRICAME OR TCH 
varsorexs Tox" Tu PORE OVER 70 THE SPA, BECAUSE THE PL 
CANNOT SUPPORT THE POU'S ADEQUATELY. Oke REAgoN THE WHA — 
ATTENPTS TO TRAKSPORT AMERICAN PALSONERS CAPTURED IN LAOS 
AxD SOUTH VIETIAM TO NORTE VIETSAN AS QUICELY Ad POSSIBLE 
$3 THAT ADEQUATE FOOD 18 DIFFICULT TO ACQUIRE IF LACS AMD 
SOUTH VIETIAN a3 A RESULT OF THE LOGISTICS INVOLVED TM 
OBTAINING LOCAL FOOD AND BRINGING FOOD APD OTHER SUPPLIES 
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DOWN THE BHO CHI RIXM TRAIL. TARRBEPORE, VHEXEVER POSS IZLE 
AMERICAN AMD TCH POS ARS SExT TO RAMOL, WHERE IT 12 WASTER 
TO CARE ror ~~ Aw PROVIDE SECURITY DURING THEIR I MCARCE- 


RATION, (Meee COMMENT. THE REASON ALL AMERICAN POU'S 
LOOK THIN AND HISTREATED IM KEYSPAPER PHOTOGRAPHS iS. 


PROPABLY THE SAME REASON THEY LOOK THIN OM THE BO Cal Be 
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TRAIL IW LAOS, T. Be, POOR WORALY CAUSED BY THEIR CAPTURE, POOR 
WORALE RESULTS: IN POW'S OFTEN RKYUSING TO EAT OR NOT BEING ARLE 


TO EAT LOCALLY OBTAIMASLE FOOD AND RAVING DIVPICULTY SLERPING 
UNDER HARSH CONDITIONS 17 TRE IWGLE ALKAS GF LACS AND SOUTER 
VIETHAR, ALSO, REIMG 1X THE TRAIL AREA AKD BEING 1B A WEAKENED 
PHYSICAL STATE, THE AMERICAN PON'S ARE PROBABLY SUSCSSTIBLE TO 
MALARIA, DYSENTERY, AMD OTHER DIGKASTS FROM WHICH THR PL AID 
KVA TROOPS REGULARLY SUY7SR.} - 
7. THERK ARK MO PRISONS IN SAVAIMKKET PROVINCE OR Sim 
NEVA DESIONED SPACIFICALLY FOR INCARCERATION OF ANERIL.N O8 
TCH POW'S. BONEVER, THERE 18 A PRISON AT MAM CHALO (XD 1668) — 
APPROXIMATELY 33 KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF TCHXPOXS USED POR 
NCARCERATION OF LAQ ACCUSED OF POLITICAL CRINES AGAINST TEE 
PL AND TRE SLES, ‘THESE SUSPECTS ARE TREATED RATHER BARERLY, 
BECAUSE THEY ARE COMBIDERED TO BE TRAITORS TO THEIR COUNTAT 
AATHER THAM POW'S, HERE 18 NO KNOWN POW OR POLITICAL CRIMES 


PRISON IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF MUOMG PHINE, BOT Im 1544 
A ROYAL LAO AIR FORCE T-28 PILOT MAMED BOTW KONG, A 
KATIVE OF SAVANMAKHET TOWN, WAS SHOT DOWN IM THE VICINITY OF 
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MVONG PHINE, SHILE DETAINED THERE, BOUXKONG WAS SUBJECTED TO AX 
INTENSIVE INDOCTRERATION BY KLRS OFFICIALS. BOUNKONG SUBSEQUENTLY 
ACCEPTED A MIMOR NLHS OFFICIAL POSITION IN THE VICINITY OF 

-  MUONG PHIXE, A JOU WE REPORTEDLY STILL OLDS. 

8. THE PL/XLYS POLICY TOWARD LAO ARMED FORCES (FAR) 

POW'S DIFFERS FROM THAT TOWARD }.AO POLITICAL PRISONERS, BUT 
FAR PON'S ARE ESSEKTIALLY TREATED WELL AKD ARK FED AND PROVIDED 
FOR ON A SCALE COMPARABLE TO THEIR EQUIVALENT PL RANKS. WHEN 
FAR SOLDIERS ARE TAKEN PRISOKER, THEY ARE BOUND SECURELY AyD 
MOVED TO PL-CONTROLLED AREAS, [EF THE FAP POW'S DID NOT EXRIBIT 
HOSTILITY OR AM INTEND’ TO. ESCAPE, THEY ARE UNTIED BUT ARE 
VATCHED CLOSELY BY SECURITY PERSONNEL, SUBSBQUENTLY, THE FAR 
PO®'S UNDERGO INDOCTRIMATION TRAINING GIVEN BY MLHS PROPAGANDA 

- PERSONNEL. THE INDOCTRINATION STRESSES SUCH THEIES AS LAO 
EROTHERUOUD, THE UNIFICATION OF LAOS, AND PEACE IN LAOS. AT 
THE CONCLUSION OF THE INDOCTRINATION, THE FAR PON'S ARS ASKED 
IF THEY WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE PL/MLHS OR RETURN HOME TO THEIR — 
VILLAGES, IF THEY OPT TO RETURN HOME, THEY MUST PLEDGE NEVER 


AGAIN TO SERVE FAR AGAINST THE PL/NLHS. MARKY OF THE FAR Pow's 
CAPTURED AT NAM BAK 1K NORTHERN LAOS IN 1963 DECIDED TO STAY 
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IM THE SAM NSUA AREA AS LABORERS FOR THE AATHR THAN 
RETURN TO FAR AMD BE PLACED IN COMBAT AGAIN, A180 Im 1968, A i 
WUMBER OF FAR POW'S CAPTURED AT BOUAY SAM (XD 8826) ,APPROXDUTELY 
30 KILOMSTERS FAST OF TCHEPCHE IM MILITARY REGION I2Z, UMDERVENT 
“HLES IXOOCTRIMATION 1M TAK MA THALAM (XD 1328) AREA, THEY VERE 
SUBSEQUENTLY RELXASKD TO RETURN TO TSXIR VILLAGES UPOM PLEDOING 
NOT TO REJOIN PAR UNITS. 

9. PIZLD DISSKM,. STATE ARYY ATR USAID (DIRECTUR O2LY) 
USIS (DIRECTOR OMY) CINCPAC PACYLT PACAP ARPOC KACY/JPRC 
71a AV 7/13TH AY r/c as Sverre sys ae 


